harmony with the production figures of " light
industries," clothing being mainly provided for by
2,300 million metres of cotton cloth.

Health Protection.

In the U.S S.R. insurance providing for disable-
ment and health protection is wholly paid by
the State, thus forming an addition to salaries.
Considerable efforts have been made to improve the
appalling health conditions of pre-1914 Russia.
The number of doctors has increased from 20,000
(1913) to 76,000 in 1933. The number of hospital
beds (exclusive of asylums) per 1,000 of the popula-
tion has increased from 1*26 to 2*5. In the cities
the increase is from 3-6 to 5-4, in rural parts from
0'4 to 1-2. These latter figures are, of course, still
very low; in Germany there are seven beds per
1,000 of the population, and 48,000 doctors for a
population numbering 40 per cent, of'that of the
U.S.S.R.

But in this matter, more than anywhere else, it is

the quality that counts.    For obvious reasons no

country can afford to nurse its sick at a standard

greatly above the general level.   The death-rate of

the U.S S.R. shows how poor are the effects of its

health protection.    From the age distribution curve

for January 1, 1931, we can see that the birth-rate

was still above 40 per 1,000.    At the same time the

population was increasing at the rate of 18 per

1,000, thus showing a crude death-rate of more than

22 per 1,000.    No death-rate in Europe reaches this

figure, the next one being Rumania, with 19'6 (crude

death-rate of England and Wales, 12-3 for 1931).

Considering the very favourable age distribution of
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